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A fairyland world — the 
likes of which have not been 
seen — will be created twice 
a day, every day for six 
months in Brisbane _ this 
year. 


Features will be dancing pots 
and pans, a giant, prowling liz- 
ard and towering fountains 
sprinkling drops of colored 
light. 

All will be part of the World 
Expo 88 parades — events for 
which all other entertainment 
on the Expo site will stand still. 

These will be no ordinary par- 
ades. There will be no smiling 
beauty queens aboard gawdy 
floats. 





WHAT ARE YOU 


STUDYING 
IN 1988? 


Australia needs 1000 acupuncturists, 





homeopaths and naturopaths right now! 


To meet this growth in demand, our Brisbane Colleges are 
expanding their 1988 intakes in these full-time or part-time courses: 


*Acupuncture *Naturopathy (natural therapies) *Homeopathy 
*Iris Diagnosis “Massage *Deep Tissue Massage “Herbal medicine 


*Nutrition *Touch for Health “Educational Kineseology 


The courses are recognized by Australia’s leading professional associations. 
Acupuncture graduates are accepted into post graduate training in China. 


OPEN DAY — SUNDAY 21st FEBRUARY AT 2 pm 


4th floor, N.S.W. House, 218 Edward Street (cnr Queen Street Mall) 
For further information call (07) 221 5354 or send coupon: 


Send to Acupuncture Colleges Australia (Bris), College of Classical Homeopathy or Australian 


College of Natural Therapies. 4th floor, N.S.W. House, 218 Edward Street, Brisbane. 4000. 
Please send me information on your 1988 courses. 
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SUNDAY SUN, February 14, 1988 


A sneak 





LYNNETTE CASSELLS 


The Lunchtime Parade and 
its night counterpart, the 
Qantas Light Fantastic Pa- 
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rade, are shaping up to be 
magical experiences of music, 
theatre, lights and dancing. 

“I believe we have a state of 
the art parade,” said parade 
producer Mike Mullins. 

“It is generations ahead of 
Disneyland. I didn’t want Dis- 
neyland. That’s not Australian. 
I’m Australian and I’m aggres- 
sively Australian.” 

Mr Mullins has been working 


eee ee 


preview 


to put together the parades 
since December, 1986. 

He has come up with two sep- 
arate parades consisting of 19 
prototype animated floats that 


- will play alongside a cast of 30 


dancers, circus performers, ac- 
tors, gymnasts, acrobats, and 
cabaret performers. 

The bill for the parades is $4.5 
million. 

“I’ve approached this as two 
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of Expo parades 





pieces of music theatre that 
move,” Mr Mullins said. 

“There are two pieces each 
the size of (the musical) Cats. 

“The parade route is 1.2km 
long. I see that as my stage. 

“The way I stage it is more 
like a performance than a pa- 
rade. It is a performance that 
moves.” 

For the Lunchtime Parade, 
which will set out at 11.30am 
daily, Mr Mullins had to build 
upon the designated theme, 
food. 

“I decided to look at it in 
terms of food being one of the 
great essentials of life and in- 
terpret it in a way to create 
something that was going to 
celebrate life itself,” said Mr 
Mullins. 

“The way I interpreted it was 
to portray people’s relation- 
ships with food on the floats 
and then all the performers 
around the floats would be food 
in a non-human way — within 
the ecosystem — so they are 
plants, flowers, birds and 
insects.” 


The giant floats are still 
being built in two separate 
workshops in Brisbane and one 
in Melbourne. There will be a 
banquet scene, an ants picnic, 
and a giant baby messily eating 
its dinner among them. 

“With the baby the technol- 
ogy is such that the facial ex- 
pressions change before your 
very eyes,” Mr Mullins said. 

For the night Qantas Light 
Fantastic Parade, Mr Mullins 
has let his imagination run riot 
— creating a story called Her- 
maphro’s Arc on which to base 
the parade. 

“I looked up the word, fan- 
tastic, in my Macquarie diction- 
ary and found jt meant the odd, 
the unusual, out of the ordina- 
ry,” he said. 

“This was right up my alley as 
I’ve always liked the odd and 
the unusual. 

“My initial premise was to cel- 
ebrate the human imagination 





dream, to invent, and to tran- 
scend reality.” 

He has come up with a blaz- 
ing parade that shines with 
everything from strobe lights 
to fibre optics. 

“All the costumes have 
lights,” Mr Mullins said. “The 
performers have little battery 
packs the same as those used in 
the back-up system for F-ITIs. 

“This parade will be fantastic 
in the true sense of the word.” 

Mr Mullins, a renowned 
theatre director and  play- 
wright, has relished the chal- 
lenge of producing parades 
that go beyond the accepted 
definition. Going for the odd, 
the unusual and the out of the 
ordinary has always been com- 
monplace for him. 

Apart from receiving high 
praise for his experimental 
theatre such as Showline IO, 
Long Long Time Ago and Kit- 
sch — Or But Please Be Care- 
ful, Mr Mullins challenged the 
norm by appearing as a human 
exhibit at Taronga Park Zoo in 
1984. 

For 24 hours a day for three 
weeks Mr Mullins lived in a 
cage as more than 130,000 filed 
past. 

“IT expected people to throw 
peanuts but everyone was very 
positive,” he said. “Not one pea- 
nut was thrown.” ; 

All Mr Mullins’ past produc- 
tions or projects have been 
risky. But he believes that is 
the only way great gains — such 
as these landmark parades — 
are achieved. 

“There are not enough risks 
taken in Australia,” he said. “I 
feel that’s why we've really got 
nothing to sell overseas. 

“Senior management doesn’t 
embrace research and develop- 
ment and doesn’t encourage 
the very real talent we have 
here. Too often we say, ‘Let’s 
look overseas for the answer.’ 
But in Australia we have a rich 
and original talent.” 

Mr Mullins is proud that the 
Expo parades are 99 per cent 
Australian — the only foreign 
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featuring giant animals, which will 


























element being a Canadian de- ees pa ecernamecnan 
signer drawn in for her Van- : SS : — 
couver Expo experience. Se : 2 | 

The parade performers were 
gleaned from auditions held 
nationally last year and will 
begin rehearsals in early April. ; 

Mr Mullins said no perfor- ge 
mers would become a single . SS 
character but would swap roles 
regularly. 

“The butterfly in the Lunch- 
time Parade might be an acro- 
bat but the next week the same 
character wili be played by a 
dancer,” he said. 

“That person will bring a dif- 
ferent style to the performance 
and make it different from 
week to week.” 





























EK, X * 3 Coe 7 
Shea aS EY 
; SAS SS SN < peas OS 


Colorful baby float, part of the Lunctime Parade, is 
shown with parades producer MIKE MULLINS. 





In the swim in 


10 DAYS 


(After Council Approval) - 


Deluxe Salt-Water 
9m x 4.5m (30' x 15) 
Sprayed Concrete 

Swimming pool $10,950 


Alternate Owner-Builder Concept $8350 


* {Any Free Form Shape — Preferred Site) 


INCLUDES 
@ Permasheen LIQUID TILE Interior 
® Poolrite 11% H.P. Filter & Access. 
© 18” Bullnose Paver Coping 


® Automatic Salt-Water Chlorination 
Basic Pool Construction $5500* 
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: Customers: Geoff & Pam Browning 
of Sunnybank put the finishing 
touches to their Permasheen 
LIQUID TILE pool interior. 


Pam Browning: “We are thrilled with our Owner-Builder 
concept swimming pool and the savings of thousands of dollars 
by building it this way. We would be very proud to show our 
pool to anyone who was considering doing the same.” 


ALL POOLS Engineer Designed and Structural 


Certificate provided @ 5 Year Guarantee @ ‘‘Hands On’’ 
supervision by company principal (18 years experience). 


POOL BUYERS’ 


ADVISORY SERVICES 


841 1199 


Ask about our once only display pool offer. 
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be included in the Expo parades. 
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